
October 22, 2025 
Wednesday of the 19th Week After Pentecost 

Dear Friends, 

      ​Greetings, and God’s peace be with you all. I am writing to share an 
exciting opportunity that has been offered to our Director of Music, Alexei 
Tartakovsky, who is not only a brilliant professional pianist but is also building a 
career as a pilot. This Fall, Alexei has been offered a part-time job flying survey 
flights out West. He will spend several weeks out of state, followed by several 
weeks in NJ. It is an exciting time for Alexei, and we pray for this to be a fruitful 
experience.  

     ​ Over the last month, the wardens and I have met with Alexei, the vestry, 
the finance committee, and the choir to discuss a creative approach to this time 
away. Alexei has introduced us to a friend and colleague, Ephraim Schafli, who is 
willing, able, and excited to share the responsibilities of directing the Adult Choir, 
leading worship music, and providing preludes and postludes for the time 
between now and June 2026, when Alexei is out of state. We anticipate this 
being a collaborative effort, sharing the directorial responsibilities and working 
with the choir, musicians, worship committee, and congregation at large so that 
we can sing joyfully to the Lord each week and for the Holy Days as well. This 
agreement is anticipated to begin in November 2025. Many thanks to Tricia 
Simpson-Curtin and Brian Savage, who are filling in as Supply musicians when 
Alexei begins training, starting October 22, 2025. 

     ​ We look forward to this unique season of shared ministry at CHS and hope 
that you will take some time to introduce yourselves to Ephraim when he joins us, 
as well as keep Alexei in your prayers while he is flying high in the Rockies. This 
temporary position, spanning from November 2025 to June 2026, will require him 
to travel 3 out of 5 weeks for the next 8 months, although the exact schedule has 
not yet been determined. If you’d like any more information about this 
arrangement, you can reach out to speak to me, the wardens, or contact the 
church office.  

 Yours in peace, 

The Rev. Kimberly Reinholz, Rector​
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit, Lebanon NJ 




