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The Episcopal 

Church of the Holy Spirit 

 Lebanon, New Jersey 

Third Sunday in Advent 

December 14, 2025 

8am and 10am 

 
 
 

 

 

. 

 
 

The Mission of Church of the Holy Spirit is to become like Christ 

as we serve others, proclaim God’s love, and grow in the Spirit 
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Rite I * 8am Service 
 
Prelude * Aria, K. 32          D. Scarlatti 

 
Gathering * Hymnal 74 * Blest Be the King Whose Coming Is In The Name Of God! 

 
The Word of God * Book of Common Prayer 323 
 
Trisagion * Holy God, Holy and Mighty * BCP 324  
 

The Lessons * Pages 3-5 of bulletin  

The Sermon 

The Nicene Creed * BCP 326 
 
Prayers of the People * BCP 328 
 
Confession, Absolution and The Peace * BCP 331 - 332 

 
The Offertory Hymn * Hymnal 72 * Hark! The Glad Sound! 
 
Doxology * Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord. 
 People: And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Holy Eucharist * Prayer II * BCP 340 
 
Lord’s Prayer * BCP 336  
 
Breaking of the Bread * BCP 337  (Sacrament is distributed at station in front of altar.) 

 

Eucharist continues * BCP 339 
 
Blessing for Advent * Page 7 of bulletin 
 
Announcements 
 
Missional Hymn * Hymnal 58 * Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending, 
 
Dismissal * BCP 340 
 
Postlude * Bagatelle Op. 119, No. 1        L. v. Beethoven 
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Rite II * 10am Service 
 
Prelude * Aria, K. 32          D. Scarlatti 

  
Gathering * Hymnal 74 * Blest Be the King Whose Coming Is In The Name Of God! 
 

The Word of God * Book of Common Prayer 355 
 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Trisagion * Holy God, Holy and Mighty * BCP 324 * Hymnal S101  
 

 Holy God,  

 Holy and Mighty,  

 Holy Immortal One,   

 Have mercy upon us 

 

Collect of the Day * BCP 357 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever.  

ALL: Amen. 

First Reading * Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

People: Speak Lord, for your servants are listening. 

 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 

of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 

feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 

God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 

shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
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the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 

Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not 

even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of 

the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Let it be unto us according to your Word. 

 

Canticle 15 * The Song of Mary * The Magnificat 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

ALL: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle * James 5:7-10 

Reader: A Reading from the Letter of James. 

People: Speak Lord, for your servants are listening. 

 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
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rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 

Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Let it be unto us according to your Word. 

 

 All stand as able. 

 

Gospel Processional * Hymnal 56, v1, 4 * O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

Gospel * Matthew 11:2-11 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 

see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

Gospel Recessional * Hymnal 56 v1 * O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

Sermon  

The Nicene Creed * BCP 358 
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Confession, Absolution and The Peace * BCP 360 

         

The Offertory Anthem * Carol of The Annunciation * Martha Webb Dale 
 

1. When righteous Joseph wedded was  To Israel's Hebrew maid, 

The Angel Gabriel came from Heav'n,  And to the Virgin said: 

Hail, blessed Mary, full of grace,  The Lord remain on thee; 

Thou shalt conceive and bear a Son, Our Saviour for to be. 

 

Chorus. 

Then sing your all, both great and small, Nowell, nowell, nowell; 

We may rejoice to hear the voice Of the Angel Gabriel. 

 

2. Then Joseph thought to shun all shame, and Mary to forsake, 

But God’s dear angel in a dream His mind did undertake: 

Fear not old Joseph, she’s thy wife she’s still a spotless maid; 

There’s no conceit or sin at all Against her can be laid. Chorus. 

 

3. Thus Mary and her husband kind Together did remain, 

Until the time of Jesus’ birth, As Scriptures doth make plain. 

As mother, wife, and virtuous maid, Our Saviour sweet conceived; 

And in due time to bring us him, Of whom we were bereaved. Chorus. 

 

4. Sing praises all, both young and old, To him that wrought such things; 

And all without the means of man, Sent us the King of Kings; 

Who is of such a spirit blest, That with his might did quell, 

The world, the flesh, and by his death, Did conquer death and hell. Chorus 

 

Doxology * Hymnal 43 v.4 * Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
The flowers on the Altar are offered to the Glory of God  

 
The Great Thanksgiving * Form D * BCP 372 
 
Sanctus * Holy, Holy, Holy * BCP 373 * Hymnal S125 
 

Memorial Acclamation * BCP 375 * Hymnal S140 

 

 We praise you, we bless you,  

 we give thanks to you,  

 and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
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The Lord’s Prayer and the Breaking of Bread * BCP 364  

 

Fraction Anthem * BCP 364 * Hymnal S154 

 

Celebrant: Allelulia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 

People: Therefore let us keep the peace. Allelulia. 

 

 (Sacrament will be distributed at station in front of altar.) 
(If you are unable to come to the altar, let the ushers know so that  

the Sacrament may be brought to you.) 

 

Communion Hymn * Hymnal 324 * Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer continues * BCP 366 
 

Blessing for Advent 

 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the shadow from before 

your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Missional Hymn * Hymnal 58 * Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending 

 

Dismissal * BCP 366 

 

Postlude * Bagatelle Op. 119, No. 1        L. v. Beethoven 

 
 

* * * * * 
 
Welcome to Newcomers and Visitors –Please introduce yourselves to our clergy, greeters 

or any of the Lay Ministers. Stay and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and learn more about who 

we are. 

 

Holiday Greetings-  Dear Children of God- If you haven’t received a parish card for Advent 

and Christmas, please confirm that your mailing address is correct in the office.  Cards were 

sent early last week. 
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Home for the Holidays- If you are related to, or have the contact information for, any adults 

who “grew up” at CHS, we’d like to hear from them.  The vestry members, with an eye on 

formation ministries, met last week, and we have created a survey for anyone who participated 

in Sunday School, Confirmation, Communion, Baptism, or Youth group activities.  We want to 

invite them to an informal time of coffee and conversation between the services on 12/28,  if 

they are home for the holidays,  as well.  Please share this link with those you 

know.  https://forms.gle/VxTQkTunWmq5pS918  

 

Annual Meeting-  The Church of the Holy Spirit, per its bylaws, will be having its Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026.  If you are responsible for submitting a report to the 

parish for a ministry, mission, or other aspect of our life, you should have received an online 

form from the office that will be used to create the Annual Meeting Report.  If you need help 

accessing the form, please be in touch with Diane Hrozenick, senior warden, who has offered 

to help individuals with this process.  Reports are due by January 4, 2026.   

 

Adult Forums for January -  In the Season of Epiphany, we will begin the calendar year by 

sharing one another’s experiences in an open forum, which will help us to prepare for the 

Annual meeting in January.  The sessions will focus on five aspects of life in the Church: 

Worship, Leadership, Stewardship, Fellowship, and Relationships.  These will be listening 

sessions so that Mother Kim, the Vestry, and others in leadership can hear from you about 

how this community responds to our baptismal covenant as a whole.  If you are unable to 

attend in person on Sunday, other avenues of participation include sending an email to Mo Kim 

or participating in a midweek Zoom call.  More information about these sessions can be found 

on our parish website or social media pages.   

 

Service for Hope- The Holiday Season is full of joy, but it can also be a difficult time for those 

who are experiencing grief. Grief is not only about death but also about changes in our lives 

and in our relationships with others.  If, for any reason, you find yourself struggling this season, 

know that the Church is a place where you are welcome and you don’t need to hide your 

emotions.  Feel free to join fellow Christians at the Califon United Methodist Church, 15 Raritan 

Road, Califon, NJ, for the Ecumenical Service of Hope, Remembrance, and Light on 

December 21, 2025, 7:00 p.m., with the intention of holding one another in solidarity and grace 

at this time of year.   

 

Narthex Gratitude Tree – Have you added your STAR to the gratitude tree in the Narthex?  

The youth have created an opportunity for us to pause and give thanks for the many blessings 

in our lives.  Share your blessings with the congregation. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/VxTQkTunWmq5pS918
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Christmas Flower Donations – Donations for Christmas flowers are due TOMORROW!  

Support the greening of the church through a flower donation made in Thanksgiving for or In 

Memory of  loved ones. The envelopes for your flower donation are in the Narthex (red with 

poinsettias. Please submit your name and the name of your loved one by tomorrow.  You can 

also submit your donation online. The Greening of the church will take place next Sunday, after 

the 10am service.  Please plan to stay and help. 

 

Worship Setting - Advent is a journey to Bethlehem where Christ is born.  At this time, the 

worship leaders will rotate throughout the worship space.  Readings and announcements will 

be given from the lectern (facing the back left corner). The Gospel will be read from the font 

(near the doors).  The sermon will be delivered facing the back right corner (towards the 

choir).  Prayers will be led from the prayer desk.  Holy Eucharist will be presided over at the 

altar.  By moving through the space, the hope is to “re-orient” our minds, bodies, and souls to 

encounter God along the way.  In this season, we walk alongside Mary and Joseph, and all 

those who await the birth of the Messiah.   All are invited to participate in the worship in the 

“round.” Please feel free to move around the church to see, hear, and join as is best for you.  

 

Give the gift of Life – We will be hosting the annual Blood Drive on Monday December 29th. 

starting at 1:30pm.  See the flyer for more information and to make an appointment.  For 

questions, see Jane or Jeff Anderson. 

 

FOOD PANTRY URGENT NEEDS – See website for list of needs! 

We have had some very generous donations in recent weeks.  Thank you to everyone who 

shopped for the Red Wagon!  Your response was overwhelming.  Please continue to help 

those who need our help in putting food on the table. Did you know that pet food, paper 

products, household supplies, grooming products and others are not included in SNAP 

benefits?  As an example, the Food Pantry is asking for men/women’s deodorant and other 

hygiene products. 

 

Barbara Burton Update –Remember Barbara Burton on her 90th birthday December 21st..  

Her address is 7383 Paragon Rd. Dayton, OH 45459. 

 

Giving Envelopes –Please find your labeled 2026 booklet on the Narthex table by the 

magnetic name tag board.  If you would like a numbered booklet assigned to you, kindly 

email eva@churchholyspirit.org or add your name to the Giving Envelope Sign-Up form on the 

same Narthex table. 

 

2026 Pledge Cards – with Confidential Return Envelopes can be found on the Narthex table 

by the magnetic name tag board.  The top half can be filled out with your financial estimate of 

giving for 2026.  The bottom half asks a series of questions including where you feel called to 

mailto:eva@churchholyspirit.org
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give your Time and your Talents and how you would like to deepen your Christian 

beliefs.  Only the bottom half will be shared with Mother Kim.  You can complete either or both 

halves and place the gold return envelope in the Offertory plate or mail it to the Pledge Clerks 

at CHS. 

 

From the Treasurer -  For contributions to reflect on your 2025 giving statement, please note 
the following: 

• Paypal – all donations must be completed by 9 am on January 1st. 

• All other – must be received by Sunday January 4th via mail or deposited in the “black 
box” outside the office with a date of “2025” 

• Contributions made by December 31, 2025 will reflect on the current year statement, 
unless otherwise noted on the envelope or check. 

  
Thank you for your support of CHS.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns 
at sallybird@churchholyspirit.com. 
  
 

 
Today’s Ministers 

 

Celebrant The Rev. Kimberly Reinholz 

Music Ephraim Schafli 

Altar Guild Karen Holmes 

Coffee Hour Judy Cahall 

Tech Team David and Jasmine Marlow 

Counters Larry Robinson, Rich Southwick 

Children’s  Formation Anne Simpson, Elizabeth Van Veldhuisen 

Greeters John Higgins, Rich Southwick 

Readers Jan Paxton, Diane Bendahmane 

LEM David Cahall 

Crucifer/Acolyte Mollie Gora 

Announcements Alex Van Veldhuisen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sallybird@churchholyspirit.com
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Important Dates to Remember 

 

 
 

Rector and Vestry  

 

Rev. Kimberly Reinholz Rector@churchholyspirit.org Rector 

Diane Hrozencik dhrozenc@outlook.com Senior Warden 

Gary Scott  gary.scottnj@gmail.com Junior Warden 

Janet Matts janetmatts@gmail.com Education/Formation 

Tricia Simpson-Curtin simpsoncurtint@yahoo.com 
Clerk of the Vestry 

Education/Formation 

Jeff Anderson janderson4244@gmail.com Engagement 

Alex van Veldhuisen alexvv1969@gmail.com Facilities 

Dale Dabour daledabour@gmail.com Fellowship 

Jane Anderson janderson4244@gmail.com Outreach 

Suzanne Higgins suzanne.l.higgins@gmail.com Outreach 

Eva Lesniak Eva@churchholyspirit.org Stewardship 

Sally Bird sally.bird@churchholyspirit.org Treasurer 

 

Dec 21st 11am Greening of the church 

Dec. 21st 7pm Service of Hope, Califon United 

Methodist Church 

Dec. 24th 4pm Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 24th 7pm  Christmas Eve Service, Carol Sing 

to follow. 

Dec 25th 10am Christmas Day Service 

Dec 29th 1:30pm Blood Drive 

1st  Sunday  Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Every Tuesday 7am Bible Study Spinning Wheel Diner 

1st Thursday. 3rd Sunday  Bell Choir rehearsal 

2nd Thursday 6pm Choir Rehearsal and dinner 

3rd Thursday 7pm Vestry Meeting 

mailto:janderson4244@gmail.com
mailto:alexvv1969@gmail.com
mailto:daledabour@gmail.com
mailto:janderson4244@gmail.com
mailto:Eva@churchholyspirit.org
mailto:sally.bird@churchholyspirit.orgnet
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