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AGENDA -JANUARY 22, 2023 

 
 
Sermon 
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Appointment of Recording Secretary 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting 

 

Vestry and Committee Reports for 2021 
 
 
 
Appointment of Elections Teller 

 
 
 
Ministry Reports for 2022 

 
 
 
Results of Election 

Affirmation of Faith 

Prayers of the People 

The Peace 

Eucharist 
 
 
 
Dismissal 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING-2022 . 
 

January 23, 2022 

 The Rev. Philip Carr-Jones’ 34th Annual Meeting  

At 10 a.m. Rev. Philip Carr-Jones called the meeting to order.  Some 35 people were in attendance in 

church and some 29 people on Zoom. 

Philip appointed Sandy Burton as teller for the elections and Carol Crawford-Jones as recording secretary.   

Those in attendance were asked to read the minutes of the 2021 Annual Report.  Marge Keller had a 

correction:  On Page 5 the Vestry class of 2023 should read Dale Dabour not Dave.  Marge Keller moved 

to accept the minutes as amended; motion was seconded by Jack Daniels.    The minutes were unanimously 

approved as amended. 

During the sermon at 9:36 a.m. Fr. Phil opened nominations from the floor and remained open for the next 

30 minutes.  The following list of candidates for Vestry positions was submitted: 

 

SLATE OF CANDIDATES 

Position 
Term 

Expires 

          Name 

Senior Warden 2023 Marianne Van Deursen 

Junior Warden 2024 **OPEN** 

Vestry Class 2023 

Sally Bird 

Marge Keller 

Tracy McGeorge 

Vestry Class 2024 

Dale Dabour 

Dave Marlow 

Julie Stine 
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Vestry Class 2025 

Diane Bendahmane 

Jeff Gora 

Wendy Hallstrom 

Eli Jones 

Meg McKenna* 

 

Diocesan Convention Delegates:  Three delegates need for the convention will be held virtually on March 

5.  No nominations or volunteers. 

Watchung Convocation Representatives:  The Convocation consists of 17 Episcopal parishes for the 

purpose of gathering and sharing.  Two delegates needed; date to be announced.  No nominations or 

volunteers. 

*Vestry Nomination  Diane Hrozencik nominated Meg McKenna for the Vestry vacancy; Meg accepted 

the nomination and her name has been added to the above slate.   The Junior Warden position will be decided 

upon at a later date. 

 

Ballot Cast  At the conclusion of the Parish Reports, Sandy Burton moved to cast a single ballot for the 

slate as amended; motion was seconded by Gary Scott.  Motion carried. 

 

*** 

PARISH ORGANIZATION REPORTS AND COMMENTS (listed alphabetically) 

ACOLYTES – Jack Daniels.  By Title.  Jack stated that they are always looking at more acolytes, everyone 

is welcome to include adult. 

ALTAR GUILD--Cecilie Bulcha.  By Title.  Cecilie thanked the members for their participation and having 

everything ready for Sunday services.  Altar Guild members:  Cecilie Bulcha, Karen Chardoussin, Karen 

Holmes, Barbara Livingston, Arden Olson, Mirgia Rivera, and Anne Simpson. 

AUCTION HILARIOUS  – Marge Keller and Eva Lesniak.  By Title.  

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE - Jeff and Jane Anderson.  By Title. 
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BUILDING UTILIZATION - Marge Keller.  By Title. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - Eva Lesniak.  By Title. 

CHS SCHOOL – Wendy Hallstrom.  By Title.  Wendy thanked Judy Linger for all her efforts in making 

CHSchool a success and Deacon Michelleslie for all the teacher recruiting that she did. 

COMMUNICATIONS – Marge Keller.  By Title. 

COVID VACCINATION SCHEDULING.   Sarah Shive was thanked for all her efforts in scheduling 

vaccine appointments.  The congregation heartily applauded her. 

CULINARY ANGELS – June Filipski and Joanne Warnowicz.   By Title. 

DEACON’S REPORT – Dot Hospador and Michelleslie Maltese.  By Title. 

EDNA MAHAN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY FOR WOMEN – John Andrews.  By Title.   Tomorrow 

afternoon Knit/Crochet and Chat will begin on Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m.  

FELLOWSHIP – Dale Dabour.   By Title. 

FINANCIAL REPORT and BUDGET–Sally Bird.   

FORMATION – Julie Stine.  By Title.  Note:  Julie has accepted a teaching position in the Bahamas and 

will be moving in June.   

HOSPITALITY EVENTS - Marge Keller.  By Title. 

JUNIOR WARDEN – Marianne Van Deursen.  By Title.   Marianne thanked Tracy for her leadership, 

support, guidance, and setting a good example; she also thanked all the members of the Vestry. 

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULING - Eva Lesniak and Dave Dabour.   By Title. 

MUSIC - By Title. 

 OUTREACH MINISTRIES – Marge Keller.  By Title.  Programs were successful even during this time of 

the Covid pandemic. 

PERSONNEL REPORT– Marge Keller, Gary Scott and Eva Lesniak.  By Title.  They extended thanks to 

all those people who helped behind the scenes.   
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RECTOR’S REPORT –The Rev. Philip Carr-Jones.  By Title.  Fr. Phil thanked Eva and Marge in particular 

with their help with the House Blessings and Wendy and her team for assembling the prayer beads for the 

house doors. 

SENIOR WARDEN – Tracy MacGeorge.  By Title.   Tracy thanked everyone on the Vestry for what they 

accomplished together and Marianne for her kind words.  She plans to remain on the Vestry. 

SOUP FUNDRAISER – Marge Keller.  By Title. 

STEWARDSHIP – Eva Lesniak.   By Title. 

SUNDAY BULLETIN   Meg McKenna was thanked for her design of the new Sunday bulletin thus 

eliminating the necessity of handling hymnals and prayer books.  

TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE   Fr. Philip showed us the Technology Dedication Plaque honoring those who 

were responsible for all the upgrades enabling smoothly-run services.  The team:  Dave and Dale Dabour; 

John Higgins; Gary Scott; Jim West; Jan Paxton and John Rawlins; Eva, David Cahall; and Sidney Ryan.   

TREASURER and BUDGET REPORTS - Sally Bird.  By Title.  The members of the finance committee 

are Gabrielle Bolarakis, Ed Filipski, John Higgins, Oscar Jones, Eva Lesniak, David Marlow, Linda West 

and Sally Bird.   

Although a deficit had been predicted, we actually ended with a positive amount of almost $60,000 

due to donations and forgivable loans. 

The church is in the process of getting bids for an upgraded air-conditioning system, and the finance 

committee is requesting special donations for this project. 

We were able to meet our commitment to the Diocese for the first time since 2003. 

TRUMPETER – Vicki Brooks. By Title. 

WEBMASTER – Jan Paxton.  By Title. 

WE CARE/SHAWL MINISTRY – Susan Kane.  By Title. 

WORSHIPFUL EVENTS - By Title. 

YOUTH LEADER – Eli Jones.  Fr. Phil said that Eli was extraordinarily faithful.   The youth leader team 

members:  Deacon Dot, Andy Follansbee, Devyn McGrew, Eva Lesniak, and Chris Wyglendowski. 
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Fr. Phil said that the parish reports were amazing, and that we are all participants.  He thanked everyone for 

their contributions during these past most difficult two years. 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 

Jack Daniels publicly thanks Fr. Phil for everything he does in his ministry to us.  Applause immediately 

erupted from the congregation. 

 

Vicki Brooks added that her son, Chris Varga, contributed his expertise in lighting and video setup during 

the initial setup of the Technology upgrade and that he, too, deserves to be thanked.  [Vicki later told me 

that Chris’s friend, Larry Kaltenbach, a location audio recording professional, augmented Chris's 

expertise.] 

*** 

CLOSING: 

 

The annual meeting concluded at 10:49 a.m.  Marge Keller moved to adjourn; the motion was seconded by 

Jack Daniels. 

 

*** 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Carol Crawford-Jones, Recording Secretary 
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SLATE OF CANDIDATES for 2023 VESTRY 

 

Position Term 

Expires 

Name 

Senior Warden 2024 Meg McKenna 

Junior Warden 2024 Eva Lesniak 

 
 
 

Vestry Class 

 
 
 

2024 

Dale Dabour 

Dave Marlow 

Vacant 

 
 
 

Vestry Class 

 
 
 

2025 

Diane Bendahmane 

Wendy Hallstrom 

Jeff Gora 

 

 
Eli Jones 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Class 

 
 
 
 

2026 

Jane Anderson 

Jeff Anderson 

Pat Egan 

Susan Kane 

 
 
 

Delegates to Convention—Vote for 3 

Rex VanVeldhuisen 

Diane Hrozencik  

Meg McKenna 

 
 
Delegates to Convocation—Need 2 volunteers  
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2022 PARISH ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

. 

ACOLYTES-Jack Daniels 

For the Acolytes there is not much to report. There are basically 2 children left to serve with a potential for 

1-2 additional children. Adults have been encouraged to join but this far no one has responded. We will 

continue to chug along with what we have available at this time. The Vestry may wish to review this 

program.  

ALTAR GUILD-Cecilie Bulcha, Liaison 

The CHS Altar Guild for 52 Sundays of 2022 prepared and set up for worship and the celebration of Holy 

Eucharist, as well as set up for Baptisms, Funerals and other special occasions.  

Throughout 2022, devoted Altar Guild members Karen Chardoussin, Karen Holmes, Barbara Livingston, 

Arden Olson, Anne Simpson, and Cecilie Bulcha, were also responsible for the behind-the-scenes tasks of 

keeping the bread, wine, and sacristy supplies replenished; arranging flowers; and caring for the linens.   

Altar Guild would like to thank the bakers (John Andrews, June Filipski, Suzanne Higgins, and Jane 

Paradiso) who continue to provide bread for Holy Eucharist, and Deacon Dot who makes sure the Altar is 

set up between services.  

 

AUCTION-RUBY ANNIVERSARY-Eva Lesniak/Marge Keller 

The Fortieth Ruby Anniversary Auction was held LIVE on November 5, 2022 after two years of virtual 

auctions.  Dove Hall was decked out in red and white to keep with the ruby theme.  We had 80 guests who 

responded positively to auctioneer Alex Van Veldhuisen which help us meet the goal of over $20,000 gross 

revenue.  Over the course of 3 hours, Alex auctioned 31 items on the Live Auction and 28 items were listed 

on the Silent Auction. 

 

In addition to the fun of the live auction, attendees enjoyed an array of gourmet appetizers and desserts 

made by various culinary members of the parish.  Red and white wine was sold by the glass along side 

complimentary Shirley Temples. 

 

Grateful thanks to Alex for again offering his excellent auctioneering skills; to Jan Paxton and John Rollins 

who again handled the creation of the catalog, check in and cash out for the evening; John Rollins and Ann 

Hallstrom for their artistic talents in creating the auction logo and catalog cover; the many volunteers who 
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spent two days preparing food; to the many hands who helped with setup and decoration of the hall; to 

Victoria Nenna, our most personable bartender.  We give extra special thanks to all who gave so generously 

of their time and talent in offering so many fabulous items for bid and to all the many  

parishioners and friends of the parish who so generously gave of their treasure to make the auction the 

success that we all enjoyed. 

 

It has been our joy to serve as coordinators for the past several auction events and we wish the next 

organizers many good wishes for future auction successes. 

 

 

BREAKFAST SUNDAY-Jane Paradiso, Coordinator 

Fall of 2022 saw the return of Breakfast Sunday to our Church of the Holy Spirit calendar. Delicious food 

and welcoming fellowship have been on the menu each month. The fall and holiday months were well 

attended with the Santa Breakfast being crowded with children and their extended families. Thanks to 

Linda Schroeder, Pat Egan, Alex Van Veldhuisen, Eleanor Tessier, Karen Holmes, Marge Keller, Dale 

Dabour and Eva Lesniak for hosting last year.  The Gora, Wyglendowski and Shive families were our 

January hosts. 

 

Going forward, we have Valentine’s Day (thanks to the Andersons), St. Patrick’s Day (need a volunteer for 

this one and you don’t have to be Irish), Mother’s Day (thanks in advance to the gentlemen who have been 

volunteered by their wives:) and Father’s Day/Flag Day (okay, okay, the ladies will take care of it).  

 

The remaining dates are: February 12th, March 12th, May 14th and June 11th. 

 

Please contact me if you are interested in helping with one of the upcoming dates. It is a great way to make 

new friends while bonding over that furnace affectionately known as our new kitchen stove! 

 

BUILDING UTILIZATION-Marge Keller, Scheduler 

2022 saw a great deal of activity within our walls.  There was barely a day when one or more rooms 

were not utilized.  Regular users include Meals on Wheels, Ludo’s Ballroom Dancing, SKIT, Franklin 

Theater Works and Thyme Café joined the ranks of renters this past year.  There were also several 

private parties held by parishioners and non-parishioners.  We continue to utilize SKEDDA for 

scheduling both church activities and outside renters.  The program has proved quite efficient and easy to 

use and avoids conflicts for use of our space.  
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CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP- Eva Lesniak, Member 

This new ministry kicked off in April and has met on a monthly basis approximately eight (8) times during 

2022.   The group is intended to provide emotional and mental support to participants as they navigate the 

challenges and transitions required in helping aging or ill parents, spouses or other loved ones.  We have 

had nine (9) participants thus far, and typically three (3) to five (5) attend each month.  The group is open 

to parishioners as well as caregivers outside of CHS.  A friend of one parishioner has attended, and we 

hope more will join as the group continues to meet.   In addition to providing one another with support, we 

also share techniques for handling difficult or delicate situations, help finding resources to learn “what’s 

out there,” advice for dealing with siblings and “sharing the load," as well as practical tips for caregiver 

self-care.  Meeting discussions are Confidential.  The Zoom registration link is posted on the 

website.  Deacon Michelleslie has facilitated the group.   This group continues to meet on the first Monday 

evening of every month at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 

 

CHILDREN’S FORMATION-Wendy Hallstrom 

Children’s Formation, also known as Sunday School, returned in September of 2022 following the 

pandemic shut-down.  Our current format is a “one-room-schoolhouse” with children ages pre-K through 

age 12 welcome.  A task force of mothers joined me to review and choose the curriculum for children’s 

formation.  Thank you to Sarah Shive, Alison Schnaudt, Michelle Marlow and Lindsay Wyglendowski for 

their efforts.  A blended curriculum was chosen which combines resources from the Episcopal Children’s 

Curriculum and the Building Faith Brick by Brick curriculum.  Several parishioners generously donated 

Legos for the children to use. 

 

The St. Julian room in the undercroft has been setup as the children’s formation room.  Formation begins at 

9:50 am on Sunday mornings; the children join the congregation during the passing of the peace.  The 

children’s creations - both Lego and other media - have been on display in the the Narthex on the table 

under the Dove.  The CHS website has an updated Children’s Formation page, and an extra page added 

with information specifically for the teachers. 

 

We have a great group of teachers and aides.  Several parishioners who do not have children in the 

program, as well as parents and some of our teens, have volunteered.  Many thanks to Lindsay 

Wyglendowski for helping coordinate the teachers and line up specific weekly lessons. 
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES- Eva Lesniak 

We continued two ministries that were started during the pandemic – The Mustard Seed and "Cooking with 

Father Phil+.”   We also offered Vacation Bible School in August, Breakfast with Santa in December, 

chaperones for the weekend meetings of Holy Spirit’s Youth Group throughout the year. 

Four (4) issues of The Mustard Seed – February, March, May & Summer, and October) were sent to every 

young person and youth in the congregation via "snail mail.”  These simple one-page, double-sided, color-

filled publications included upcoming events of interest to CHS children as well as participating children's 

photographs from recent church activities.   Upcoming events and recent photographs included “Bethlehem 

Town” Christmas Pageant, Saint Nicholas’ visit during "Breakfast with Santa,” our Epiphany House 

Blessings, Cooking with Father Phil, Choir Camp, Blessing of the Bikes (& Feet) Spring Church Picnic, 

the Black Bag, Vacation Bible School, and the kickoff of the new Lego-based Sunday School curriculum. 

Cooking with Father Phil+:   In February, the children baked Snickerdoodles over Zoom with Father Phil 

and Wendy Hallstrom using her grandmother’s recipe.  In June, the children gathered in person to barbecue 

Shish Kebab with Father Phil.   

Vacation Bible School:   Five wonderful (5) children attended VBS, which was held on August 8th and 

9th.  The theme was “The Good Shepherd,” and incorporated lessons and singing based upon Psalm 

23.  The children visited Natalie Marlow’s goats, embroidered Psalm 23 wall hangings, decoupaged mason 

jar lanterns, “built” sheep lawn ornaments that grazed on and graced the grass by the entrance to Holy 

Spirit, and left tempra-paint foot prints on a “Paths of Righteousness” banner that hung on the banister in 

the Narthex. 

Breakfast with Santa:  Seashell Santa and Mrs. Claus, who are both parishioners, generously visited with 

children and their families on December 4th.  Dabour Photography generously donated its photo booth and 

gave photos of children and their families with Santa to attendees.  And a team of five (5) parishioners 

prepared and served a lovely Christmastide breakfast between services.  The event was delightful and 

appreciated by all. 

Youth Group Chaperones:  We are very grateful to the five (5) adult members of the congregation who 

volunteered in a rotation as the weekly Youth Group Chaperone, serving with either Youth Group Leader 

Eli Jones or Father Phil for Youth Group meetings of Holy Spirit’s young people, grades 6 through 12.   

 



14 
 

CHS SCHOOL-Wendy Hallstrom, School Administrator 

CHSchool offered a variety of classes, both church/faith related and lay classes, throughout the entire year.  

All of our classes are open to members and non-members of Church of the Holy Spirit.  With the continued 

opening of in-person events, several events were offered hybrid or in-person only. 

 

Church year themed book studies were offered during Lent, Easter and Advent-Epiphany.  A caregivers 

support group was started and continues to be offered monthly.  This is open to anyone needing 

emotional/mental support, and practical advice, while caring for loved ones, especially aging loved ones.   

 

Janet Matts’ mindfulness series was a welcome respite during the winter.  Whitney Wetherill’s weekly art 

classes also continued through the year.   

 

The P-6 Literature group has continued, with an emphasis on poetry this year.  Members of the P6 group 

read Holy Spirited Ghost stories at a fun intergenerational event in October. 

 

A Primer on Gender was offered to help train/educate anyone wanting to better understand gender and 

gender issues, especially in relation to being an open and welcoming community to people of all genders. 

 

 

CULINARY ANGELS-June Filipski/Joanne Warnowicz 

Due to continued construction on the Family Promise headquarters, they have been unable to accept any 

meals for distribution this year. Therefore, Culinary Angels is on an extended leave. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING-Wendy Hallstrom 

The Order of the Daughters of the King, St. Deborah Chapter 

 

After several very quiet years, our chapter of the Daughters of the King has been revived with the addition 

of 4 new members and 1 transfer member.  We currently have 7 active members in our chapter.  Six 

women participated in the 12 week discernment in the spring and summer of the year.  Four women 

decided to go forward with taking vows to become members of the order.  In addition, one member of CHS 

transferred her membership to our chapter. 

 

Deacon Dot spoke at the DOK Diocesan quiet day at the Cathedral in December and two other members 

helped with the organization of the quiet day. 
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DEACON’S REPORT-Deacon Dot 

It has been my honor and privilege to have served at Church of the Holy Spirit for another year. Seeing 

individuals returning to the church, now that covid is declining, has been heart-warming.  Relationships 

have been renewed, friendships have been re-established, and coffee hour has returned to CHS.  Working 

on this report, I am amazed at the ministry that has been accomplished this last year.  Visits to nursing 

homes and people’s homes are beginning to pick up.  Training of Lay Eucharist Ministers, Readers and 

new young Acolytes continues.  While no ‘group’ trainings were conducted, individual training has been 

ongoing. On Sundays, I serve as the Deacon at the 8:00 service.  At the 10:00 service, Deacon Michelleslie 

and I rotate the responsibility of being the Deacon of the Mass.  At the end of both services I hold a 

‘healing prayer’ corner for anyone needing healing or additional prayers.  During the year I was also 

installed as a member of The Daughters of the King organization.  It has been a year of spiritual growth in 

a number of new directions and I look forward to following where I am led by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND- Rex VanVeldhuisen, Chair 

On May 15, 2022 a volunteer committee made up of five (5) Church of the Holy Spirit (CHS} parishioners 

convened for the purpose of reviving the Endowment Fund started in 2016 for Church of the Holy Spirit 

(hereafter referred to as “the CHSEF”). The CHSEF stated goal is to provide funds “to enable the Parish to 

fulfill its mission more completely by developing ministries beyond what is possible through its annual 

operating funds.” 

The five members of the committee are: 

➢ Gary Scott 

➢ Gabrielle Bolorakis liaison with CHS financial team 

➢ Katie Gnash 

➢ Eva Lesniak - secretary 

➢ Rex van Veldhuisen - chairman 

 

In 2022 met four (4) times. The committee’s 1st priorities in 2022 where to: 

1. Inventory the funds that make up the CHSEF. 

2. Look at the investment opportunities available through The Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey. 

3. Confirm the designations of funds donated to the CHSEF to date. 

4. Identify opportunities to promote the notion of donations/bequests to the CHSEF. 

The CHSEF Committee only “interviewed” one financial investment vehicle in 2022, the Diocesan  
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Investment Trust Fund (hereafter referred to as the “DIT”). We met in person with Ms. Phyllis Jones 

CFO/COO Diocese of New Jersey on August 28, 2022 at The Church of the Holy Spirit. She presented an 

informative overview of the DIT. 

The members of the CHSEF committee came to agreement to recommend to the CHS Vestry that our current 

and future endowment funds be invested in the DIT.  

The reasons for this recommendation where: 

1. The DIT goals are in alignment with the Investment Policy Statement of the CHS Endowment Fund 

Policies and Guidelines. 

2. The DIT has a good historical rate of return on investment. 

3. The DIT has a strong focus on socially & religiously responsible investing (ie. environmental, human 

rights etc.) 

4. The administration costs are reasonable. 

5. Utilizing the DIT saves CHS from having to hire and manage an investment group. 

The vestry accepted the Committees recommendation without reservations. 

The new investment account with the DIT was confirmed in writing as being established on December 20, 

2022. The initial investment was deposited in the amount of $25,500. 

Looking to the future wellbeing of CHS and to support the financial growth of the CHSEF, the committee 

also begun gathering and creating literature to promote the notion of planned giving to the CHSEF. This 

information will be rolled out to the parishioners in assorted manners in 2023. There are also plans being 

made to host an event at CHS which will provide parishioners with access to individuals and organizations 

that can help them appreciate how to make contributions to the CHSEF above and beyond their annual giving, 

which supports the operating budget of CHS. We hope you will be able to join us for this future event at 

CHS. 

In closing, I would like to thank the CHSEF Committee for their time, talent and insight. Gabrielle, Gary, 

Katie and Eva , like so many others in the parish, are building blocks that give this congregation a firm 

footing to launch ministries beyond the walls of the home we call Church of the Holy Spirit. 

EDNA MAHAN MINISTRIES-John Andrews, Jr., Prison Ministries 

All volunteer activities at Edna Mahan Correctional Facility for Women in Clinton, New Jersey, including 

the ministries of the Church of the Holy Spirit, ceased functioning in early March 2020 due to the Covid-19 

Pandemic.  
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Beth Lambert and John Andrews restarted Bible Study at C Cottage (the mental health facility for the 

Facility) in October 2022 as two of a very limited number of religious volunteers who were allowed back 

into the Facility. They are conducting Bible Study at C Cottage twice a month. No other Bible Studies are 

being permitted at this time. 

The inmates formed crochet clubs during 2022 and the supervision of those clubs has been moved from the 

Chaplain to Volunteer Services so Shawl Ministry will not be restarted as a religious activity.  In January 

2023, John Andrews started to attend the crochet club sessions at Max and other volunteers from the 

Church of the Holy Spirit are applying for passes so that they can attend crochet club sessions.  

 

FELLOWSHIP REPORT-Dale Dabour, 

According to Webster’s Dictionary, the meaning of fellowship is “companionship, company looking for 

the fellowship of friendly people”. The intention of the fellowship committee is just that: to gather the 

people and families of our church community in a fun and relaxing manner to meet new friends and 

socialize with those we already know and love!   

 

We had some fun and exciting events this past year, and plan to have many more this coming year!    

The first event was the “Charcuterie game night” on April 23.   We had plenty of cheese, crackers and 

snacks for over 25 people in attendance  and Rex VanVeldhusien taught us all how to play the game 

“Pokeno!”  What a fun and enjoyable night that was! Thank you to Pat Egan and Tracy MacGeorge for 

helping to plan that evening!  Our next event was the “Blessing of the bikes (and feet!)” and an “All Parish 

Picnic” which was held on June 18!  A great time was had by all, despite the wind!   Thank you to Janet 

Matts who helped put that event together!   Another activity was attending the Somerset Patriots  

 

Ball Game on July 9.   We saw Collin Gora win a race against slowpoke Sparky, and Natalie and Jasmine 

Marlow play another game on the field!  The evening was topped off by a world class fireworks display 

and the weather was perfect!  We had about 35 -40 people attend!    

 

This year we plan to bring back some of these same events such as the ball game and picnic and add some 

more to the roster!   I would like to have a “Minute to Win It”  Pizza and Game Night.    Another idea is a 

Potluck Dinner and Hymn Sing-a-long night!   We will also be having a “Painting  Party” where Linda 

Schroeder will share her wonderful talent and teach us to paint our very own painting!    Wouldn’t it also 

be fun to do some sort of theater trip together?  Broadway/NYC?   How about an outing to Grounds for 
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Sculpture in Hamilton NJ?  Corn Hole Tourny??    I have plenty of ideas, but need help in planning 

them!     

 

If you have an idea for a fellowship event, or could assist me in planning an event, please let me know! 

 
 

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULING-Eva Lesniak/Dave Dabour 

We began 2022 with four lay ministries serving each Sunday:  Altar Guild, Readers, a Crucifer/Server, and 

the Sanctuary Tech Team.  

In September, we re-engaged Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Greeters/Ushers, and Counters, with (1) 

Greeter/Usher serving at the 8 o’clock and (1 or 2) Greeter/Ushers and (1 or 2) LEMs serving at the 10 

o’clock service, with (2) Counters serving each Sunday.   

 

A group of (11) members served on the Sanctuary Technology Team.  Five (5) were core members who 

guided other Tech Team members as they strengthened their skills running the tech booth systems.  Toe (2) 

members are young persons.  Typically, 1 or 2 core team members and 1 other tech team member served 

each Sunday.  The last Sundays of each month of 2022 were “Low Tech Sundays,” for which Father Phil 

more simply streamed both Sunday services using just his laptop, rather than the audio and video 

technologies in the tech booth.   

 

The Ministry Scheduler Pro (MSP) web-based service and mobile app, by Rotunda Software, continued to 

be used to facilitate effective schedule creation, communication, substitute management, and reminders.   

 

MEALS ON WHEELS-Eva Lesniak, President, Volunteer 

Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon, a private 501c3 not-for-profit, continues to operate out of Dove Hall and 

the CHS Kitchen during the week, serving homebound elderly and disabled residents, age 60 and older, in 

the northern and western areas of the county. 

In 2022, 

• 25,050 meals were delivered out of CHS, which is a 24% increase over the number of meals 

served out of the CHS location in 2021.  (The CHS location serves 43% of the 58,576 meals 

served by Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon overall.) 

• 129 recipients were served meals from CHS, a 13% increase over the number of clients served in 

2021. 
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• 23 onsite volunteers and 4 part-time staff supported MOWiH’s CHS operations. 

• 175 volunteer drivers picked up and delivered meals out of the CHS location. 

• How much did each meal cost MOWiH?  $11.90 

• MOWiH is partially funded by the Title III Older Americans Act.  How much of each meal served 

is funded by Title III government monies?  $3.40 (or 28% of each meal) 

• MOWiH asks a suggested donation of $5.50 per meal from clients.  However, approximately 90 

clients contributed less than that amount in 2022. 

• MOWiH raises the remaining $3.00+ per meal through fundraising, charitable donations and 

grants. 

The cost of the food MOWiH serves increased by 13.4% in 2022.  MOWiH saw a 27% increase in Meal 

Costs due to the increased food cost and the increased number of meals served in 2022.  Other operational 

costs increased as well, including payroll due to the mandatory minimum wage increase (up 7%), rent (up 

5.8%), insurances (up 4%), operational supplies (up 11%), and professional services (up 8%) such as 

mandatory annual audits and the cost for a nutritionist.   

Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon simply could not operate without the help of its many wonderful 

volunteers.  In fact, a number of CHS parishioners volunteer regularly.  Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon is 

currently looking for Kitchen Site Volunteers on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, 

and Volunteer Delivery Drivers for all routes throughout Hunterdon County.  If you are interested in 

helping, even just once a month for a few hours, please visit mowih.org/volunteer or speak with Eva. 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES-Marge Keller 

Outreach ministries once more were restricted as a result of the pandemic after-math.  Some of the 

ministries we have supported in the past were not allowing “outsiders” for our traditional Good Friday 

Service Day activities.  A small group of volunteers worked on some projects around the church.  Many of 

our parishioners were also not available as volunteers.  Through the Grace of God, I hope these ministries 

can again be reinstituted this year. 

 

PERSONNEL REPORT-Marge Keller 

Due to financial restraints and some of the after-effects of the pandemic, we have not hired a new 

administrator for the parish office.  We continue to rely of volunteers to get the office work of the parish 

done. 

 

http://mowih.org/volunteer
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PROPERTY REPORT-Alex VanVeldhuisen, Property 

As we slowly exited the pandemic, the church facilities continued to move forward after an active 2021 of 

projects completed.  

 

In the past year we have accomplished several projects in addition to our usual monthly maintenance. 

 

The most notable for 2022 was the renovation of the Memorial Garden.  The garden was cleaned up and a 

beautiful stone veneered wall was built to mount wall plaques to list those who have been interned in the 

garden.  This was done with parish volunteers at a nominal cost to the church. 

 

Other projects completed include: 

 

• Replacing of 2 – 5 Ton Air Conditioning Units for the Sanctuary 

• Sanding and refinishing of Dove Hall wood floor 

•  

• General outside clean up (which will continue in 2023) 

• Repair of windows in kitchen with other to follow in First Step area. 

 

All regular annual inspections for Fire and Life Safety were completed and passed. 

 

This report is my first and I would like to thank those before me for all their hard work and dedication to 

the building and CHS community.  As we enter 2023 the properties committee will continue to keep CHS 

facilities in good order while we look forward to other projects that we hope will continue to support and 

build the community we all love so much. 

 
 

RECTOR’S REPORT-The Rev. Philip Carr-Jones 

 
The glory of God is a human being fully alive! 

   St.  Irenaeus  1st Century 

2022 is over.  Whether or not the pandemic is over, yet remains to be seen.    There also remains the unseen 

and unaccounted for consequences of it and associated cultural stressors which have had their way with us 

for these years.  It is unclear, but it is my assumption that the pandemic has accelerated the challenges of 
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being a community of faith in an accelerating secular society.  The attractional nature of church is not yet 

reached backward strongly enough to sweep into active community those in ascending generations who 

once graced us with regular engagement.  And going forward, those who have not had a foundation of 

communal faith are unaware and/or unconcerned about metaphysical matters.  The public examples of 

church are largely negative or negatively controversial.  Into this moment, we have been placed and it is 

our turn to follow with no small courage the model of the Saints who have gone before in tougher times 

than we have or are likely to face. True religion is this, says the Letter of James, that we reach out in love 

and concern for orphans and widows in their distress.  The assumption there is not literal:  Widows are 

those who have once had faith, and orphans are those who never had been a part of a faith community.  

These are our focused concern as we seek to enroll others in our common missional self-understanding. For 

what is attractional about CHS is significant and much can be offered to such widows and orphans even as 

we grow stronger amongst ourselves in service to the world.   

The examples of courage, tenacity, vital and enthusiastic commitment to the cause of Christ embodied in 

this peculiar and particular community of faith is remarkable.  The efforts, time, commitment and 

involvement of many are secured here for posterity in these pages which this priest is grateful to be 

arranged among.  Since the writing of this report is concurrent with the W3K Epiphany House Blessings, it 

is necessary to observe the magnificent nature of those who count themselves parishioners.  Greeted by 

many, all in good cheer, or even in sharing of concern, there is a spirit of grace that I wish you all to 

celebrate.  It is a divine gift.  It is a gift sorely needed by many.  Consider how you may share the blessing! 

Respectfully Submitted,   Fr Phil 

Official Acts 

Baptisms 3  Marriages 3 

Funerals 5  Sunday Eucharists 102 

Home/Hospital Visits 39  Pastoral Visits 70+ 

House Blessings 155+  Spirited Conversations 53 

 
 

SENIOR WARDEN-Meg McKenna 

What a year it has been! It feels like we’re still not out of the pandemic, and yet, when I look over 2022, 

I’ve found all sorts of wonderful things we’ve found success in. Many of these you’ll likely find mentioned 

in Committee reports, but I wanted to emphasize…... 

 

A Primer on Gender 
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Advent/Epiphany book study: The Road of Life: reflections on searching and longing 

Back in the prison ministry 

Birth of The Dove 

Blessing of Bikes and Feet 

Blessing the Animals over 2 days 

Breakfast Sundays are Back 

Care Giver’s support group initiated 

Choir returns -- with monthly dinner rehearsals 

Clinton Christmas parade – with the girl scouts and Queen Ann 360 

Communion with bread AND wine 

Daughters of the King  

Easter book study: Falling Into Grace 

Easter Examens 

Endowment committee 

 

 

Game night 

Gathering around the altar to receive communion 

Holy Spirited Ghost Stories 

Knit ‘n’ Chat 

Lenten book study: Building Resilience when there’s no going back to the way things were 

LIVE Service Auction 

Memorial Wall 

New air conditioner units 

New Nicene Creed translation 

P6 

Patriot’s baseball 

Return of the passing of the peace 

Revitalization of WE CARE 

Service at Independence Manor 

Shawl Ministry 

Sheep comics 

Spirited Conversations 

Sunday School with Legos 
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I would like to thank Marge Keller, Tracy MacGeorge, and David Marlow for their service on the Vestry 

throughout the COVID times. They all had a very long term, for certain! Enjoy your unscheduled 

Thursdays! 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT-Eva Lesniak 

Our 2022 stewardship campaign again piggybacked on the We 3 Kings (W3K) Epiphany House Blessings 

(156+) and marvelous Epiphany Gospel Chats with (4) members of the congregation about the 

manifestation of Christ’s divinity in their lives.  It culminated with our Consecration Sunday celebration, 

held on February 6th, 2022.    

 

Nine parishioners drove Father Phil on nine (9) routes that covered 4 counties in New Jersey and crossed 

the Delaware into Pennsylvania.  Father Phil again blessed the house of every parishioner in our 

congregation!  He took a photo of each of the 156+ front doors he blessed and chalked with 

"20+M+B+C+22" and created a wonderful video set to music of his trip.  Many of the photos included 

parishioners who were home and greeted Father Phil.  Seven (7) parishioners created beaded St. Benedict 

door hangers, each adorned with a silver filigree dove symbolizing the Holy Spirit, for every house blessed, 

and these were left in a handled bag at each home.  These beaded door hangers were inspired by those with 

a St. Benedict medal used as a blessing and a symbol of protection for the home and all who live there.   

 

Fifty-nine (59) Estimates of Giving (pledges) were prayerfully offered, totaling $178,511.  We are so 

grateful to all parish members, families and friends who gave generously during 2022, including the 

additional stewards who chose not to tender an estimate of giving card but contributed regularly throughout 

the year.  Thank you for continued support of the mission of Church of the Holy Spirit.  We were truly 

blessed in 2022. 

 

TREASURER and BUDGET REPORTS-Sally Bird, Treasurer 

Church of the Holy Spirit finances were managed throughout 2022 under the leadership of the Finance 

Committee and Vestry.  The members of the finance committee are Gabrielle Bolarakis, Ed Filipski, John 

Higgins, Oscar Jones, Eva Lesniak, David Marlow, Linda West and Sally Bird.   An internal audit of the 

books for 2021 was completed in the fall of 2022 by Oscar Jones and David Marlow with no findings. This 

is an important requirement of the Diocese to be completed annually.  Linda West continued to go into the 

office weekly to enter items into QuickBooks and to cut checks.  Eva and Sally co-chaired our Stewardship 
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campaign in the fall of 2022.  David and Eva continued to enter the individual giving information into the 

program that generates the quarterly and year end statements.  A special thank you goes to Oscar, who 

created and managed our spreadsheets on a monthly and annual basis. 

As we all know, 2022 continued to be another challenging year.   Thank you to all parishioners for their 

generous donations throughout the year.  Several parishioners gave additional donations toward the air 

conditioning installation.  These donations covered over 60% of the installation cost.  

An achievement for 2022 was the re-establishment of the CHS Endowment Committee.  Under their 

leadership, they presented to Vestry this fall, the request to move designated funds to the Diocesan 

Investment Trust (DIT).  This the vehicle that many parishes use to invest their endowment funds.  

Through many monetary gifts over the years, we were able to invest $25,500 into the CHS Endowment 

Fund.   

Our budget for 2022 was projected to have a loss of $40,108.   We ended the year at a negative $26,841.  

This year end number includes the restricted donations we received.  The cost of the air conditioning 

installation was not in the budget adopted Vestry in January.  So our bottom line was significantly better 

than projected. 

As I write this, the finance committee is in the midst of final preparation of the budget for 2023.  Vestry 

will vote on the final revision a few days before the annual meeting. This budget will be provided as an 

addendum at the Parish meeting.  As the year progresses, we may need to adjust the budget and bring a 

revised budget to Vestry for a vote. 

We thank all of you for your support to CHS throughout the year by giving of your time, talent, and 

treasure. 

 

Budget will be distributed at the meeting after approval by Vestry. 
 
 
 

DOVE/TRUMPETER REPORT-Vicki Brooks, Editor 

Thanks to the excellent, timely work of webmasters Jan Paxton and John Rollins with two email blasts per 

week, Meg McKenna’s extremely helpful Sunday bulletins (included as a link in the Saturday CHS news) 

and the website http://www.churchholyspirit.org, you can stay up to the minute on events at church and in 

the community. That said, The Trumpeter/Dove is published on a bi-monthly schedule or as needed.  

http://www.churchholyspirit.org/
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At a summer Vestry meeting, it was agreed that the newsletter could be improved by including more 

reporting on past events and examples of the talents of our members.  Thus was born its new incarnation – 

The Dove.  While retaining a calendar of coming events that (fingers crossed) mirrors the other news 

outlets, the basic pieces report on recent doings (with photos where possible) and offer poetry, prose and 

artwork submitted to the editor for consideration. The first issue was introduced in September; the second 

in November.  As before, thanks to our IT saints, each issue is available within minutes on the CHS 

website and on Facebook and is announced via a special news blast to all parishioners, near and far, for 

whom email addresses are available.  Paper copies are available on Sundays or upon request to 

admin@holyspirit.org.  

Early reviews of the new format are encouraging – we have so much talent in our church!   I look forward 

to receiving many more wonderful articles that celebrate our faith in God and the generosity and love of 

our church community.  And don’t forget to send photos!   

 

WEBMASTER ANNUAL REPORT-Jan Paxton, Webmaster 

Church of the Holy Spirit has a website (https://www.churchholyspirit.org/), a Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/churchholyspirit), the CHS Worship Facebook Page 

(https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069233772933), and an Instagram account (chslebanonnj).  

We send out the CHS News in a Thursday morning email and the CHS Online in a Saturday evening email.   

John Rollins and I work to keep the website current and add links to information from the Diocese of NJ as 

well as from the Episcopal Church.  To have something posted to the church’s website, send an email to 

webmaster@churchholyspirit.net and we’ll take care of it as soon as possible. 

The weekly emails are designed to inform everyone of what is going on in the parish and where to find 

more information on our website.  To have information put in the emails, again, send a note to 

webmaster@churchholyspirit.net .  We avoid sending out more than the regular 2 emails because too much 

email encourages people to unsubscribe from the list.  

 

WE CARE/SHAWL MINISTRY-Susan Kane 

As social distancing requirements continued earlier in the year, WE CARE had some real challenges. 

However, our volunteers came through and we got by. 

mailto:admin@holyspirit.org
https://www.churchholyspirit.org/
https://www.facebook.com/churchholyspirit
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069233772933
mailto:webmaster@churchholyspirit.net
mailto:webmaster@churchholyspirit.net


26 
 

I want to thank all our drivers for stepping up when required.  There were many varied medical 

appointments but we managed to fulfill all the requirements.  Some of these appointments required a 

considerable amount of driving but nobody complained.  We shared the load and got the job done! 

Now, as restrictions are reducing, we are asking for a renewed commitment.    Many have filled in the sign 

up sheet in the Narthex but we can never have too many volunteers.  

We need drivers, culinary wizards, note writers and visitors.  There are many facets to WE CARE.   

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE-Meg McKenna 

Oh, the progress we have made getting through COVID and returning more and more to in-person services 

– we have been running out of bulletins! Forty, 45, 50…60 and on occasion a Greeter needs to head down 

to the office to make more copies. On New Year’s Day, we printed 15 and ended up having everyone share 

with their neighbor. Good problem to have. 

Quite an adventure we’ve had this year during worship services. This time last year – during the season of 

Epiphany – we played chimes as we chanted the psalm assigned for the day. It sounded beautiful and I’m 

thankful to all who eagerly, or with trepidation, offered to take a chime for the service. 

During Lent we were introduced to Praying in Color. Thank you, Michele Marlow, for bringing that 

activity to us! Coloring for a few minutes on a word or thought from the Gospel was fun and thought-filled 

at the same time. We held an evening prayer service during Lent – An Honest Hope. In addition to hymns 

and chants and scripture, Fr Philip read many submissions he received through the Honest to God program. 

We are a congregation of observant, creative writers who captured a panoply of emotions about COVID 

and the state of the world in general.  

For Easter, Fr Philip wrote, and dozens of us recorded, 50 Easter Examens which were posted on the CHS 

website. These moments of thoughtfulness and prayer led us to review our day and find God’s presence in 

our lives. During the Easter season, we also had the opportunity to bring home a different species of 

sunflower each week. Sunflowers are the national flower of Ukraine. 

Through this past Advent, Christmas, and now in the season of Epiphany, we have linked together the 

Prayers of the People in each season, using a verse from Psalm 23 as the call and respond at the conclusion 

of each prayer. Oh, we like sheep. 
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Thank you to all who so enthusiastically supported the new things we tried in 2022. Special thanks to 

people who sent in their favorite hymns and the P6 group for finding and sharing poetry to help bring us 

into quiet and prayer before each service. Keep the great ideas flowing! 


